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Maori Affairs m.eeting 
needs of islanders? 
By Philip Johnstone 

A separate government 
department of Pacific 
Island Affairs was 
advocated recently by the 
director of the Wellington 
Multicultural Educational 
Resource Centre. 

The director, Mr Galumale
mana Hunkin, a Newtown 
resident, said the Department 
of Maori Affairs was simply 
not meeting the needs of 
Pacific Island people. 

He described the other 
services provided for the 
90,000 Pacific Islanders in 
New Zealand as often volunt-

ary, ineffective, haphazard, or 
poorly resourced. 

Similar concern was also 
voiced recently by a senior 
Auckland Samoan 
Presbyterian minister, Rev. 
Leuatea Sio, who said no-one 
except the churches was 
taking care of Pacific Island 
problems. 

He said a department of 
Pacific Island affairs, separate 
from the Maori Affairs 
Department,' was "a must". 

There has been mixed 
reaction to these calls for 
greater political representation 
for Pacific Islanders living in 
New Zealand. 

Director of the Wellington Multicultural Educational 
Resource Centre, Mr Galumalemana Hunkin
advocating a separate Pacific Island Affairs Dept. 

The Minister of Maori 
Affairs, Mr Ben Couch, told 
Messenger there appeared to 
be no widespread demand by 
Pacific Islanders for ·any 
separate government depart
ment to handle their affairs, 
although the subject came up 
from time to time. 

"This latest call has already 
been dismissed by at least one 
Samoan Advisory Council 
member, and I understand a 
number of others are not 
supporting any such propos
al," he said. 

Noting that Pacific 
Islanders migrate to New 
Zealand of their own choice 
along with many other 
nationalities , Mr Couch said 
they were entitled to the same 
rights and pfr.-·iieges as native
born or naturalised New 
Zealanders, but certainly no 
more. 

"I believe such a move 
would only isolate members of 
one ethnic group and make it 
more difficult for them to live 
and work among us," he said. 

Newtown lawyer Mr 
George . Rosenberg said a 
separate department for 
Pacific Islanders was not the 
answer because it would tend 
to fragment the system. 

"The problems faced by 
Pacific Islanders are not so 
different from those of other 
immigrant, or oppressed 
groups," he said. "These 
include language, access to 
legal services, and consumer 
problems." 

Mr Rosenberg said a lot of 
these problems would be dealt 
with, if neighbourhood law 
offices were more wirfespread 

throughout the country. 
Local MP Mr Frank 

O'Flynn said it was current 
Labour Party policy to 
appoint a Minister of Pacific 
Island Affairs, to operate 
without a separate govern
ment department. 

''The position could be 
described as a "ministerial 
inspector," who would chase 
up government departments 
to see that policies were being 
adapted to meet the needs of 
Pacific Island communities in 
New Zealand," he said. 

Mr O'Flynn said that 
Labour considered it more 
effective to work through 
existing departments. than to 
establish a separate Pacific 
Islands department. 

turn to Page 2 

Hanson St 
diversion 
By Kim Griggs 

Hanson Street is to be 
closed to through-traffic 
from December. 

The chairman of the traffic 
and transport committee, Cr 
Bruce Harris, said blocks 
would be placed across the 
road, adjacent to No. I 14. 

At a recent meeting, the 
Wellington City Council 
agreed to the closure for a 
period of three months. 

A decision would be made 
later whether to close the 
street permanently. 

The trial follows protests by 
residents at the speed of 
traffic along Hanson Street. 

Rent thaw leaves group cold 
By Gary Henson . 

The new rent freeze 
regulations have been 
described as "vastly 
inadequate" by a tenants' 
group. 

Wellington Tenants Union 
case ·worker, Ivan Tuckwell, 
claimed that throughout the 
freeze tenants have been faced 
with illegal rent increases or 
eviction. 

"There is no indication that 
this will not continue to 
happen under the new 
regulations?', he said. 

The Housing Corporation 
is responsible for investigating 
complaints from tenants of 
breaches in the freeze. 

Mr Tuckwell said the 

corporation seemed "reluc
tant" to investigate such com
plaints. And landlords were 
encouraged to increase rents 
by the small penalties the 
Courts had imposed on those 
who had. 

Mr Graham Dickson of the 
Housing Corporation, said 
there had been a lot of 
inquiries from tenants since 
the rent freeze began last year. 

However, there had been 
only "one or two" complaints 
and one prosecution. The 
landlord had illegally 
demanded a rent increase. 

Under the new regulations, 
a landlord must prove "severe 
hardship" before rents are 
able to be increased. 

Mr Dickson said the 
corporation had not, as yet, 
received any rent increase 

applications from landlords 
suffering such hardship. They 
had received a lot of inquiries 
though. 

Meanwhile, tenants in 
council housing await a 
decision whether or not their 
rents will increase. 

Two-thirds of the council's 
total housing stock is in the 
'Messenger' circulation area. 

Councillor Hazel Bibby has 
a notice of motion before 
council seeking assurance that 
council rents not go up during· 
the freeze. 

Cr Bibby said she had 
received a large number of 
calls from tenants worried 
that rents might go up. 

Many callers were solo 
parents or beneficiaries. "The 
income of our tenants is quite 
a low average and rent is a 

significant amount of that 
income", she said. 

She confirmed that all 
members of the housing 
committee, bar one, had 
received calls from worried 
tenants. 

Her motion has been 
referred back to the next 
month's housing committee 
meeting by the mayor, Mr 
Fowler. 

It will then go back to a full 
council meeting. 

Cr Bibby says she "simply 
wants the council to allay 
tenants' fears. But by using 
stalling methods, that's not a 
concern of some, it appears". 

The Wellington Tenants 
Union believes united action 
by tenants is their "best 
defence". They can be 
C'ontacted at 723-030. 

Kam~la, as many will remember her. Wellington 
Zoo's elephant died e;ulier this month, and until 
a replacement is fmmd the thrill of such a ride 
will stay just a memory. 
For story see middle page. 
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'Eighty per cent Kiwi'
Montree 'stroubles over 

Letters to editor 
INVERLOCHY 

After an intensive period of 
work to save the historic old 
Inverlochy House, off Abel 
Smith Street, from 
demolition, those of us 
involved in saving the house 
were delighted to learn that 
Mr Arthur Williams, having 
bought the house, was going 
to gift it to the city of 
Wellington. This meant that 
the house would be adminis
tered by an lnverlochy House 
Trust and that the NZ 
Academy of Fine Arts was to 
lease it. 

The house was to be used 
by the academy to further the 
arts, with courses for students 
and there was mention of 
some restoration of the house 
towards its former Victorian 
dignity. However, it is almost 
two and a half years since we 
heard that the house was to be 
saved. To date, the academy 
has not moved in and the 
exterior of the house is 
increasingly shabby. Why the 
delay? 

Sunday. Montree 
{,irisomboonwong is des-
perate. Deportation to his 
native Thailand looms. For 
the 20-year-old Wellington 
Polytech student is still 
without the employment he 
needs to fulfill engineering 
course requirements. 

A meeting of the Authority 
for Advanced Vocational 
Awards has decided it can't 
change its regulations in his 
favour. Now he faces the 
daunting task of catching that 
elusive engineering job within 
a month - and it seems 
"quite impossible." 

Montree came to New 
Zealand in 1979. He was just 
16 years old, knew only a little 
of the language, and probably 
less about the country. "I 
knew there would be Maoris 
and Pakehas, but thought 
they would be half and half," 
he said. 

It didn't matter. "I wanted 
not just the education, but 
also to learn the culture and 
another language," said 
Montree. "That's very useful 
for finding a job back in 
Thailand - especially with 
overseas firms who need 
communicators with my 
people." 

Montree's father died 14 
years ago. On her own, his 
mother has supported not 
only Montree, but two sisters 
in New Zealand. They are in 
Christchurch, studying 
agricultural economics and 
computer science respectively. 
Despite having six other 
children to provide for, Mrs 
Sirisomboonwong was 
determined to give those she 
could the advantage of an 
overseas education. 

"We get no support from 
the Thai or New Zealand 
governments. But my mother 
is really; no doubt, a very 
good businesswoman - now 
a director of a factory," said 
Montree. 

Montree had wanted to go 
to Australia, but in I 979 that 
country was admitting no 
overseas students. Besides, 
New Zealand was the cheapest 
country available . 

Before leaving Thailand, 
the New Zealand Embassy 
had stated School Certificate, 
with B grades, was 11eeded 
before a tertiary study permit 
would be granted. So Montree 

By Alex Pointon 

started in the 5th form at 
Nelson College. 

"At first I didn't know 
grammar or how to construct 
sentences, and I had only a 
little vocabulary. Language 
was difficult at first, especially 
with essays. I didn't like 
boarding school. 

"But then I started to make 
a lot 6f good friends. I learnt 
English and there was always 
someone there to talk to -
who even wanted to talk!" he 
said. Interviewing Montree, 
this wasn't hard to under
stand: he smiles frequently 
and is altogether affable. 

Montree had his own 
reason for his quick friend
ships: "Because I was the only 
Asian, people talked a lot. 
There wa~ a great variety of 
people at school, and I had to 
think who to meet, who to 
avoid . There was some nasty 
hassling, but I didn't notice. 
Once people got to know me 
they forgot about it," he said. 

He recalled even the general 
public - espeically Nelson's 

were curious at his 
presence, and would stop him 
just to ask where he was from. 
"Even now when I walk into 
town there's a whole crowd 
looking just at me. I can tell in 
the street who is looking, even 
those in cars." 

This experience hasn't put 
him off New Zealanders. 

"I like you socially, I like 
living here. And students are 
more open than in Thailand. I 
like that because I'm open 
myself, say what I think, 
straight away. I have made 
very many good, close 
friends." 

When he came to 
Wellington, Montree at once 
noticed the bigger A~ian 
population, and that he was 
"just another to arrive." 

"But there's no racism -
just a little friendly stuff from 
my friends. They're all Kiwis; 
I don't associate with the 
Thais here. I've lived here so 
long I feel more Kiwi than 
Thai. It will be hard when I go 
back." 

Montree did in fact return 
to Thailand for two months in 
1980. "But I came to realise I 
was better off here because I'd 
lost contact with all my Thai 
friends." 

Montree here offers a 
different attitude to that of 
many Asian students in New 

Zealand. Une, a close friend 
of the writer's, !inalfy confided 
that he couldn't understand 
New Zealand humour or 
relationships. If he seemed to 
us involved, he was in fact 
alwavs acting, suppressing his 
real self. He was eager to 
return home. 

Montree agreed that Thais, 
especially girls, are more wary 
of, but then committed in, 
relationships. And Thais do 
work· harder to secure 
themselves a career. However, 
although he at first felt the 
same as the person above, he 
was now used to the 
differences. "Now I don't act 
as much, and with friends · I 
am myself - now I am 80 
percent Kiwi." 

So much a Kiwi, Montree 
had difficulty remembering 
his first impressions of the 
country - "unless it was the 
cold!" he laughed. 

The above interview took 
place on the Friday before the 

· AA VA had made its decision. 
Montree was reasonably 
buoyant. 

"With all this help I am 
being given I think I can 
stay," he said. "It's not only 
me, but all the overseas 
students here - I am just the 
first to have it happeJ1. The 
AA VA will have to take 
seriously the numbers of 
students unable to fulfill 
course practical requirements. 
So many are Kiwis!" 

But what if your case before 
the AAVA is unsuccessful, I 
asked. 

"My mother would be 
bitterly disappointed - and I 
would be pissed off. I just 
wish they (the Labour and 
Immigration departments) 
would understand my 
situation!" he said. 

"You know, I could stay 
here as just another unem
ployed, not getting the dole. 
Though I don't want to be 
unemployed - doing nothing 
is boring. And it is hard to 
keep doing something 
though I've managed quite 
well recently," he added 
wryly. 

"The Labour Department 
wouldn't let me waste a year. I 
can't get my certificate 
without work - that's fair 
enough. So maybe the AA VA 
will allow me to continue my 
studies and do my practical 
afterwards." 

It was all conjecture. The 
AA VA decided Mon tree 
couldn't defer the require
ment of practical experience. 
And the Labour Department 
gave him until July 15 to 
secure the experience, or be 
deported . 

Deportation meant hopihg 
he would be allowed to fini:h 
his studies through corres
pondence. For Montree had 
to qualify as an engineer. He 
had set his heart on roughly 
following the footsteps of his 
father - who had been a 
builder. And in Thailand there 
is no dole for the unemployed. 

Montree's sister phoned in 
panic. His friends rallied 
around him; some even 
phoned him from Melbourne. 
It was now he discovered just 
how many good friends he 
had. 

Tuesday morning 
following. Montree phoned 
the City Coiuncil on a hunch, 
and was told to call in. 
Unknown to him, the 
Council, Ic,abour Department 
and Polytech had on the 
Monday negotiated for the 
employment of IO engineering 
students. 

"I was relieved! It took a 
mountain off my chest. I'm 
looking forward to work," 
Montree said. The pay and 
type of work are still 
undecided, but that doesn't 
worry Montree. 

President of the New 
Zealand Technical Institutes' 
Student Association, Paul 
Gourlie will continue the fight 
which has finished for 
Montree. In Wellington 19 
more students - all but one 
New Zealanders - still have 
not the required jobs. In 
Auckland the number could 
be more than" 40. 

''This· is the thin end of the 
wedge," said Mr Gourlie. The 
Association claims to know of 
Government proposals to cut 
back overseas student 
numbers, an easy step 
politically if the needed jobs 
do not appear. 

The tertiary institutes must 
ensure that such jobs are 
available in future, and that 
registers are kept of potential 
employers, said Mr Gourlie. 
Meanwhile, students should 
fight for as great a say as 
possible in the decision
making. "After all, student~ 
are the product being dealt 
in," he said. 

Judith W. Bird 

ISLANDERS NEEDS 
Cont'd from page one 

"Such a Minister would 
look at housing programmes 
to see if the Housing Corpor
ation and city councils were 
building houses suitable for 
Island groups, for example, 
houses to accommodate 
extended · Polynesian 
families." 

Mr O'Flynn said he 
expected the position would 
not be full-time, but could be 
held by a Minister along with 
other cabinet portfolios. 

Mr Hunkin responded to 
the Labour policy by stating 
that even to have someone at 
Cabinet level responsible to 
the needs uf Pacific Islanders 
would be a big relief. 

"That is not too far 
different from my own 
suggestion," he said. 

Mr Hunkin said that 
ideally, such a Minister should 
be a Paci fie Islander, 
however, the political reality 
had to be faced. 

"There are no Pacific 
Island MPs in New Zealand, 
so perhaps a bureau could be 
set up under the Minister," he 
said. 

"This could be led by a 
Pacific Islander 

Mr .Hunkin said recently 
released census figures showed 
that in 1981, I0.40Jo of the 
Pacific Island labour force 
were unemployed, compared 
with 4.30Jo in 1976. 

This very high unemploy
ment rate meant that many 
Pacific Island families were 
forced to live in crowded 
conditions, and after coming 
from a non-technological to a 
highly-technological society, 
many were not confident 
enough to stand up and 
express their views clearly. 

"We need more teachers 
who have language skills, and 
we need more Pacific Is~and 
advisors to go out to 
schools." 

"There are 18,000 Pacific 
Islanders in the greater 
Wellington area, yet we don't 
have one Pacific Island school 
advisor," said Mr Hunkin. 

Wellington District Senior 
Inspector Dr Ken Nicholson 
confirmed that the two Maori 
and Pacific Island Advisors in 
Wellington are both Maori. 

"One promotes the 
teaching of Maori language 
and culture in schools, while 
the other is responsible for the 
teaching of English as a 
second language," said Dr 
Nicholson. 

He said that these advisors 
tend to emphasise the Maori . 
side more than the Pacific 
Island aspect, although the 
teaching of English as a 
second language does have 
general application. 

"The Multicultural Centre 
is officially involved in 
schools, and is there to help 
schools with children from 
different cultures," said Dr 
Nicholson. 
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'Prevention better than cure' 

Noting that a majority of 
the Pacific Island population 
is below the age of 15, Mr 
Hunkin said cultural problems 
exist when a monolingual 
teacher doesn't understand 
the cultural background of 
Pacific Island children. 

"With all due respect, the 
system is not as effective as it 
should be," he said. 

LEATHERS 

By Neil McKay 

The Wellington Williams. "Rather, we try to. 
Community Law Centre help them by giving advice, so 
has moved from that in many cases they can 

. help themselves. For example, 
Kensmgton Street to take we might advise them on how 
up new residence in they can collect a debt 
Courtenay Place. through the small claims, or 

One of the centre's lawyers we might assist them by 
Mr Brent Williams, says the writing a letter on their behalf. 
Centre will be more accessible Obviously there are limits to 
to its biggest ·catchment area what we can do, but we do do 
- the southern suburbs - as much as possible," he said. 
now that it is located on a The day service is staffed by 
major bus route. three full-time lawyers whose 

The centre, which has come advice is also free, although 
a long way since it first opened donations are not disco_uraged 

' in Willis St 18 months ago, - particularly in cases which 
now offers a double service. to involve a lot of work. 
the public. Given the service they are 

From Monday to Thursday offering, three people would 
the Centre is open from 5.30 soon be inundated. The centre 
to 8.00 in the evenings, when a has therefore decided to 
roster of volunteer lawyers is concentrate on the area of 
on call. greatest need as they see it -

"The aim of the night areas dealing with children 
service is not just to tell people and young persons. 
that, yes, you do have a Each staff member special
problem, and then send them ises in one area as well as 
off ___ to a l~wy7r," said Mr helping the others when 
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required. Brent Williams is in 
charge of administering the 
centre and he also deals with 
tenancy problems. Jenny 
Lake spends most of her time 
at the courts helping children 
and young people. A new 
member of the team, Doreen 
Hapeta, is pnmarlly 
concerned with domestic 
violence issues. 

However, the centre does 
not just provide advice and 
representation at the end of 
the system. 

Members of the centre 
often go out to community 
groups to engage in preventive 
work, so that people are 
aware of their rights even 
before they get into difficulty. 

"We are not just involved 
with case work, but believe 
that prevention is better than 
cure," said Mr Willian1s. "We 
publish and distribute 
information so that people 
not only know their rights but 
also how to assert them." 

280 CUBA ST. WGTN. 
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Total ·Energy · Centre 
controversy ·continues 

By John Harris 

Minister of Health 
Aussie Malcolm recently 
accused the Wellington 
Hospital Board of "ivory 
tower dreaming" over its 
Total Energy Centre, 

. completed in 1981. 
-He was com·menting on the 

report prepared by consulting 
engineer, Mr David Hughes, 
which reviewed the history 
and problems of the centre, 
and made recommendations 
for its future. 

Board chairman Dr 
Malcolm Nicolson agrees with 
the report recommendations 
and thinks they should be 
acted on wherever possible. 

He said the final cost of the 
energy centre, nearly three 
times the original estimate, 
was giainly due to inflation. 

Last year Mr Malcolm 
commissioned the report into 
the project, which was 
approved by the Government 
in 1974 at an estimated cost of 
$9 million. 

"I don't believe that any 
person or organisation can be 
blamed for the high costs," he 
said, commenting on the 
report, "but neither can 
anyone involved with the 
project feel particularly proud 
of the way that over $25 
million of the taxpayers' 
money was spent." 

A major recommendation 
of the report is that future 
hospital projects should be 
under the control of one 
principal adviser. 

It says that during construc
tion there was continuing 
difficulty in the assessment of 
differing advice from several 
government departments, as 
well as private engineering and 
architectural consultants. 

In 1975 the Ministry of 
Works and Development 
advised the Health 
Department that the project 
was no longer financially 
profitable. One reason given 
was the 1973 oil price rise. 

Later in the same year the 
Department of Energy 
Resources advised that 
const-ruction should continue 
because there was still a 
substantial advantage in the 
project. 

The report says the total 
energy concept called for all 
necessary electricity to be 
generated at the hospital. 

Waste heat was to make hot 
water, chilled water and steam 
for use in the hospital. 

The centre was to provide 
power for the planned 
development of wide, high
rise, energe-intensive 
buildings, which would hold 
1150 beds. 

Late in 1972 the hospi$al 
board had approved this 
development to replaee the 
old ·hospital buildings. 

The report says design and 
planning delays of the energy 
centre meant that large new 
buildings were ready for 
commissioning before services 
could be provided by the 
centre. 

Partial redesign of the 
energy centre and some 
buildings was required. 

Timber waste 
causes concern 

By Jenny Nicholls are not on the site with us," 

C
. d 1. . fi he said. tty emo 1t1on 1rms 

A spokesperson for Burrell 
"bulldoze old houses 
without retrieving valuable 
native timber fittings," 
believes Mr Ian Jonson, a 
Mt Cook resident. 

He was commenting on a 
story printed in the last issue 
of "Mount Cook Messenger" 
on the plight of city 
demolition yards. 

The article contained 
statements made by Mr Stan 
Hyde, owner of a demolition 
yard, which pointed to the 
shortage of houses being 
demolished. The reason two 
demolition yards went out of 
business last year, is the 
tendency now for homes to be 
renovated rather than 
demolished. 

Mr Jonson said he knew of 
one case where a demolition 
yard worker chainsawed 
through the windowsill of a 
totara double hung window, 
sought after by home reno
vators. 

"Compared to the amount 
salvageable there is 
incredible waste." 

He said demolition firms 
"made a bleeding heart case" 
for being short of saleable 
salvage. 

"They just don't sell them 
in a business-like manner." 

Stan Hyde responded 
angrily tc, Mr Jonson's criti
cisms. 

"It's a bit of an exaggera
tion. These people who 
complain don't know what 
they're t~lking about. They 

· Demolition said demolition 
firms "salvage everything they 
can in the time limit". If a 
house isn't demolished in the 
time specified by the client "it 
costs us plenty''. 

"We can't bring in every
thing. We'n; not here to 
please the people who are 
doing up their houses. We're 
here to do a job." 

A Newtown resident who 
declined to be named, said he 
often retrieves old and 
valuable fittings from houses 
being' torn down. "There is 
utter wastage_ ... people can 
just go in and help themselves. 
The demolition firms just 
don't know what they've 
got." 

He says much beautiful 
architecture is destroyed by 
demolition firms. "It's really 
depressing." 

A Historic Places Trust 
spokesperson said the trust is 
concerned by the demolition 
of old Newtown houses. 

"But we can't do anything 
until these houses are 
classified as a historic place." 

"These houses haven't been 
inspected. We can't reallydo 
all that much until the 
buildings classification board 
sees them. They travel up and 
down the country loo.king at 
houses and recommending 
houses to be preserved." 

''But we are very limited 
financially. We can only save 
five or six houses a year," said 
the spokesperson. 

The main delay came in 
1977 when a board decision to 
reduce planned bed numbers 
from 1150 to 700 required 
parts of the planned buildings 
to be cut. 

Further redesigns of the 
energy centre were required to 
provide services for old 
buildings which were to be 
·retained . 

The report says that when 
board staff took over 
operation of the centre in 
1981, a number of functions 
were not fully tested or 
commissioned. 

It says heat recovery energy 
savings are Jess than those 
forecast because the hospital 
development was smaller than 
planned in 1974. 

Though operating costs for 
the first year are higher than 
estimates for a conventional 
boiler system, the report says 
costs are likely to reduce to 
this level once testing and 
commissioning of the centre 
are complete. 

The report also examines 
the breakdown of the Wanson 
steam generators which were 
used in the energy centre for a 
separate steam distribution 
system. 

Two Wanson generators 
were approved for temporary 
use in 1974. After being trans
ferred to the energy centre, 
and explosion occurred in one 
of them in April 1982, because 
loose control equipment had 
cut out safety devices . 

The report suggests a 
number of ways to improve 
the future performance of the 
centre. It says these are mainly 

Children's 
health 
problems 
discussed 
By Rachel Ward 

An open forum on the 
sexual abuse of children 
will be held at the Child and 
Family Centre, Newtown, 
on July 19 at 11.00am. 

Guest speakers will discuss 
the effects sexual abuse has on 
children and how the families 
can be helped . . 

If you would like to attend 
the forum, phone 892-106. 

Another forum was recently 
held on the 1982 Child Health 
Report, which had covered 
the entire field of child health 
problems - physical, psycho
logical and social. 

Speakers were Nelson 
Hospital Board Chi ld 
Psychiatrist, Dr Kay 
Bradford; Department of 
Social Welfare director of 
Social Work Development, 
Raoul Ketko; and Wellington 
Hospital Professor of 
Paediatrics, Jeffrey Weston. 

They spoke of the 
importance of car restraints, 
fencing around swimming 
pools and the responsibility of 
Government towards child 
health. Raoul Ketko told the 
forum the need for psychiatric 
jhelp increased qs unemploy
!ment rose. 

extensions of present hospital 
policies. 

They include improving 
equipment for the most 
efficient use and developing 
energy conservation measures 
throughout the hospital. 

It says a small standby 
generator should be connected 
to high priority lighting 
circuits, and also suggests that 
conventional steam boiler 
equipment be bought in 
future. 

Professional engineering 
staff are recommended to 
ensure the best results from 
the, centre. It also says 
operating and maintenance 
costs should continue to be 
monitored until they match 
those of a conventional 
boilerhouse system. 

The report also suggests 
that · Municipal Electricity 
Department (MED) peak 
demanc! requirements · for 
electricity "exported" from 
the hospital be finalisec;I, after 
trial interconnections of their 
electrical systems are 
complete. 

Dr Nicolson said that while 
the board is prepared to sell 
excess electricity to the, MED, 
no negotiations are being held 
at present. Hospital Energy Centre - 'Ivory tower dreaming' 

Bi-lingual . classes · a 
big · success 
Melissa da Souza Correa 

Wellington High.School's 
bi-lingual class has been 
expanded. 

Last year the school hacj a 
first in New Zealand when it 
introduced a voluntary third . 
form class using English and 
Maori. This year they have a 
third form of 26 pupils and a 
fourth form of 22. In 1984 a 
fifth form is intended. 

Mr Turoa Royal said that 
the bi-lingual class was chosen 
because society is becoming 
far more multicultural and 
schools should reflect this. 

Maori was chosen because 
it is unique and important to 
New Zealand and contributes 
to the national heritage. 

Within the bi-lingual class 
all core third form subjects are 
taken and educational 
standards in this class are the 
same as others. Some of the 
core subjects are partly taught 
in Maori. 

Maori music, language and 
culture are also covered. In 

Community 
cafe opens 

By Sue Bergquist 

Newtown residents can 
now sit down to a hot drink 
and a light snack at a -
community cafe, when they 
finish their Friday night 
shopping. 

the third term a weekend visit 
will be made to a marae. 

Mr Royal considers last 
year's course a success. It had 
the highest attendance rate of 
any third form and students in 
the class had a high 
involvement in all areas of the 
school. They were very 
supportive of each other. He 
found that students who 
would have otherwise had 
behaviour problems 
integrated well into the class. 

By the time the students 
finish school it is hoped they 
will be fully bi-lingual, 
without having lost academic 
standards. 

The course had a lot of 
support from parents and 
teachers, but it took 
considerable time to get the 
programme worked out and 
accepted as there was nothing 
to model it on. 

Two other schools have 
since . decided to have a bi
lingual class. 

Mr Royal would like to see 

DON'T 

the course developed so that 
students have far more 
exposure to marae life and to 
Maori art and culture. 

One idea he would like to 
incorporate is to have two old 
bi-lingual people come and be 
part of the class. They would 
be there to talk to the pupils 
about Maori life, language 
and culture. 

Two students in this year's 
third form, Maaka 
McGregor, 13, and Ria 
Kohler, 14, said tryeir parents 
wanted them to join the bi
lingual class. 

The only worry they have is 
that they may be missing out a 
bit in the more academic 
subjects. 

They like the atmosphe,·e in 
the class which they describe 
as being close and happy. 
They both feel uninhibited to 
talk freely in Maori in this 
group which they don't 
always feel with their pakeha 
friends, who sometimes laugh 
at them. 

FORGET 
BROOKLYN DRY CLEANERS 

students 10% dis count to 
at the comer of Todman St and Ohiro Rd 

The cafe will -be open at the 
Newtown Community Centre 
every Friday, from 5.30 to 
9.00 starting this Friday. 

~----------- The cafe will be tun by 
Mount Cook Messenger is 
published by the Wellington 
Polytechnic Journalism course 
and printed by Kerslake and 
Billens, Levin. 

volunteer workers and offers 
tea, coffee, sandwiches and 
:me hot dish. 

Funds raised will go to the 
community centre. · 
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Fred forlorn • • • 

• • • Mitzi moved 
By James Gardiner 

Wellington's winter earlier this year she contracted 
weather is too much for snurlles or cat llu~-. . . . 

. . . W tr t Zoo's "A course ol ant1b1ot1cs 
~1tz1, e mg on · and hospitalisation has take!1 
temale f>uma. _ care or this but even so it 

Mitzi cailie to the zoo 111 would be unwise to send her 
1967 from Germany,. and back outside into winter 
although her exact age IS not conditions " according to the 
known she is definitely gettmg senior k~eper, Mr Ron 
on in years. Goudswaard. 

She needs steroids to k_eep This is the second time 
ner kidneys functioning and 

I-red, the zoo's only other 
Puma, will be spending the 
winter without Mitzr's 
company. 

Last year Mitzi stayed in 
hospital until August. This 
year she will probably be in 
for about the same time "or 
until the weather improves 
anyway," said Mr 
Goudswaard . 

STEPS: tb,reatens 
job-finding scheme 

By Melissa da Souza Correa 

"We will fight tooth and students got jobs early this- obviously needea tumon m 
what to do and how to do it. 

nail to keep our ye~;· . . . 
programme; Mr Ivan This 1s the highest rate_in 

. New Zealand," he said 
Heard, tutor at Wellington Mr Heard said h t: I th 
H . J Sch I' . . e ee s e 1g 1 oo s trans1twn- programme is necessary . The 
to-work programme. students are practically 

This is his reaction to the guaranteed a job, so they are 
Education Department's plan secure and positive about their 
to review such programmes prospects. 
and possibly close them down He said this would not 
when the proposed Labour happen in the STEPS scheme, 
Department's STEPS scheme where work is not guaranteed 
gets underway. and students have to be 16 and 

Mr heard said the review is unemployed. 
being i'nade because many He. thinks students may be 
schools are finding that their exploited because employers 
schemes ar.e not working. would be paid to have a 

However, Wellington High STEPS trainee. 
School's scheme is a definite The high school programme 
success. Last year it placed in started four years ago when 
work 45 out of the 47 unemployment became a real 
students. The tw.o unolaced problem. and students 

Clinic opens 
By Fran Wigan 

Newtown pet owners at the co~gestion an~ clients 
now have a new vetinerary not _getti~g appomtme~ts 

i
. · t f h · .

1
. when 1t suited them. Parkmg 

c •?•c o care or t ear 31 mg on Tasman Street is limited 
ammals. also. 

It 1s at the rear ot the . 
Lychgate Centre at 100 It _was . then --d_e~1ded to 
Riddiford Street. establish this new chmc_ where, 

The -Newtown Veterinary a!t?ough not parlicularl.Y 
Clinic is fully equipped for vISI_ble, access to the vet. 1s 
most routine surgery with the easier for mo~e people with 
exception of X-ray plenty of parkmg (at th~ rear 
_equipment. Tasman Street of the centr~) and ther_e 1s not 
veterinary clinic will still be t~~ same time restramts on 
the main hospital, however, vts1ts. . . . 
for major surgery and The chmc 1s open from 8am 
co'Fvalescence. till 5.30pm Monday to 

· he new clinic is staffed by Thursday and Fridays from 8 
Mr Bruce Kyle, a vet till 12 noon. 
previously from the Tasman Mr Kyle would also like to 
Street clinic, and a nurse remind cat owners that the cat 
receptionist. cold virus "snuffles" is going 

Pia.us to extend the Tasman around at the moment and 
Street centre arose when the that vaccinations against this 
resident vets were concerned every year is very important. 
Mount Cook Messenger, Page 4, June 29 

The class caters for students 
who feel they will not get any 
further academic success but · 
are not yet work ready. Each 
student is thoroughly 
"vetted" for motivation. Mr 
Heard stresses that "it is not a 
class for drop-outs.'' 

The class has three ;days in 
the work force in an area they 
choose and two half days at 
school where they learn work
related maths and English. 
They also have recreation 
facilities. 

The jobs are arranged by 
Mrs Kamu Vasan, director of 
the scheme. She does 
"tremendous public relations 
work", said Mr Heard. 
Employers will not take on a 
student unless they have a 
vacancy coming up because 
this is not fair on the student. 
The student will work for a 
period of time without pay. 
They are then employed on 
wages. 

The scheme has a lot of 
support from employers, 
many of whom come back to 
the school when they have 
another vacancy. "But we do 
not put any pressure on firms 
or industries," said Mr 
Heard. 

Each class has a maximum 
of 20 students in it. During the 
year they cater for about 47 
pupils with an age range of 15 
to 18. Mr Heard said they 
would like to be able to have 
another _class. The demand 

' from both students and 
employers is there, but 
funding would not allow it. 
"As it is Mrs Vasan gets paid 
for 12 hours work but she 
does more like 30," said Mr 
Heard. 

:'-----------...--------------.-.... ~ 

ewlaws for 
Newtown ·do,gs 

By James Gardiner 
- Newtown's - marauding Messenger in Constable done - she fled. _ 

I mutts must mend th~ir Street. . . S_h~ is now in the frus~rat!ng { 
trib Jenm was attemptmg to pos1t1on of thmkmg { 

~ays or face severe re u- place a copy of the paper in a something should be done j 
tion. particularly. awkward about the dog in the interests t Under legisl~tion whic~ letterbox when a large of public safety, but at the 

1 

came into force m March this dobermah crept up-behind her same time is reluctant to lay at 
year, any person who sees a and bit her on the ankle. complaint in case the dog is 1 
dog attacking any person, The dog then ran off destroyed. t 
stock or poultry, or who is barking ~ef?re turning r?urid "It is, after all, the owner) 
themselves attac~ed b~ any and movmg m on her agam. not the dog who should be{ 
such dog, may either seize or At this stage Jenni had two punished for not training itj 

But exerc1smg such powers could either de~troy the. dog loose," she said. g 
1 l destroy the ~~g. . legal ve~ues open to her; she adequately and leavin it 

may pose more than a few on the spot or seize the ammal t 
problems. , . and take it to the dog control But under the new law the l 

{ This was demonstrated m officer and have it destroyed. owners can in fact be l 
j Newtown earlier this month ' Since Jenni had neither the punished. As well as th~ 

when Messenger reporter means nor the inclination to destruction of the dog the { 
Jenni Austin was the victim of carry out either of these tasks, owner may be fined up to { 

{ a dog attack while delivering she did what most_ people fr, $500, and is liable for any { 
{ copies of Mount Cook the same situation would have damage the dog causes. l 
,--------------.-..---~--------------------1. 

Flat 
to 
go? 

By Gary Henson 

A traditional base for 
medical students at 
Wellington Hospital is one 

casual_ty of the dec1s1on to alternative accommodation. 
demolish a row of old So far, they have only been 
buildings in Riddiford offered a place in the house 
Street. surgeons' quarters, which is a 

The top floor ilat is in tne hostel. . 
centre building of the block The students said because 
Hospital Board member, the clinical school had made a 
Margaret Bonner, described commitment ~o them to find 
as resembling a "shanty another place 1t would honour 
town". this, otherwise the school's 

The board's works "reputation wouldn't look 
committee, at its June good". 
meeting, recommended the The flat consists of a large 
buildings, between the lounge, two bedrooms and a 
hospital entrance and Mein study and is in a well-kept 
Street, be demolished. condition. 

Two fifth-year student The students pay only $17 a 
living in the flat, David and week rent and realise it will be 
Jerome have been told they difficult to find accommo-
must b; out by November. dation at an equivalent price. 

The clinical school which With exams at the end of 
administers the flat has told October, their biggest concern 
the two they will find them is that it is sorted out by then. 

*MEN'S ·. & \VOMEN'S CLOTHI~G 
* BUY AND SELL 

Men's clothing u.r-gen,tly· required 
*HOURS: MON-THURS 

11:00-5:30 

FRI 

11:00-7:00 

SAT 

10:00-1:00 

Now "" expanded into two shops 
221-223 CubaSt 
*Phone 851-317 

\ 



Nearly new 
elephant 
required soon 
By Fran Wigan 

Kamala the elephant, 
fondly known as 
Wellington Zoo's first lady, 
died two weeks ago and has 
ll'jt zoo management with 
the terribly difficult task of 
finding a replacement. 

Kamala, in her mid-50s, 
had been with the zoo for 30 
years after being presented as 
a gift to the women and 
children of Wellington from ; 
the women and children of 
India in gratitude for aid 
received through Corso. 

co-operative animal she had 
appeared many times in TV 
commercials, including one 
for paint and one with Selwyn 
Toogood for a travel_ advert
isement. 

Zoo curator, Mr Alasdair 
Lees, said that public contact-
with the elephant was 
important and people had 
learnt how to feed her without 
feeling frightened . 

"A lot of elephants can be 
very temperamental but Kam 
was extremely steady :__ she 
was a very reliable, friendly 
an11nal," he said. ! 

She had been a very special 
elephant and they would hope 

Kamala known to the zoo 
staff as Kam, had given 
thousands of children rides 
over the years and was 
possibly the last elephant in ah · 
Australasian zoo to do so. 

to find a replacement with ~-- -· _, ".?".i_l' •7 
"some of her excellent rjf'.t-- _ 

.. r 
! 

She also held the honour of 
being the zoo's most popular 
attraction. 

Because she· was so easy to 
handle and such a friendly, 

qualities and wonderful f1 !,.., 
temperament," said Mr Lees. "We would like a female 

"Of course it's not a matter which is already part-trained 
of going out with $50,000 and and it is vital that time is taken 
just buying another elephant. to get a good elephant." 
A great deal of care must be 
taken when choosing. Assistant head keeper, Mr 

SPCA land dispute 
) 

compromise reached 

The area behind the SPCA looking from the end of Princess Street. 

By Neil McKay 

Problems that had arisen 
over this piece of land at 
the rear of the new SPCA 
buildings would appear to 

· have been solved, following 
agreement among all 
parties. 

The grass-covered embank
ment owned by the City 
Council has been sprayed with 
weed-killer once already, and 
following a further 
application of spray the area 

will be planted with trees and 
shrubs, said the town clerk, 
Mr Ian Mccutcheon. 

The main problem that 
arose was over the liability of 

the SPCA to seal the area 

adjoining their property and 
the end of Princess St. 

However, a proposal by Mr 
Ken Bryant, an architect 
working on behalf of the 
SPCA, to seal only about 10 
metres at the end of Princess 
St as a turning point, has the 
agreement of adjoining 
property owners. 

From the end of the turning 
area to the boundary fence 
will remain unsealed, but as 
the director of the SPCA, Mrs 
Anne Stanford said, "the 
access way is seldom used. 
With limited funds· available 
there are other projects with 
greater need." 

Lawyer for 

victims. 
By Kim Griggs 

A Wellington City 
Council grant has enabled 
the Wellington Community 
Law Centre to employ a 
solicitor for specialised 
work. 

A newly-qualified solicitor, 
Mrs Doreen Hapeta, will be 
employed for six months to 
establish and develop a service 
in the area of domestic 
violence. 

Mrs Hapeta will be working 
under the Domestic r.======================~ Protection Act and she will be 

McDougall's Chemist 
cnr Constable _Street and Riddiford Street 

PH. 898 748 

INST ANT PASSPORT PHOTOS 

EAR PIERCING 

providing services such as 
obtaining the DPB and 
protection orders for people 
who need them .. 

She said the law centre will 
look at the wider view of the 
domestic situation, making 
submissions to parliament if 
necessary. 

The centre has not offered 
this service before, but it will 
definitely continue to do so u ~ Late nigpt Friday °fen Saturda~ ~~-ming u ~~~th:fter the initial six 

Murray 
everyone 
stunned 
Kamala. 

• 

Roberts, 
at the zoo 
by the loss 

said 
was 

or 

"A lot of people were in 

•' I 

close contact with her all the 
time. A very stro1ig 
attachment and close bond 
develops between a keeper 
and an animal - she was our 
friend.'' 

An appeal to raise money 
for a new elephant was 
launched by Wellington's 2ZB 
and backed by Sir Michael 
Fowler. All donations can be 
sent to the Mayor's office. 

She teaches 500 
students a day 
By Melissa da Souza Correa 

Instead of a pre-fab and children saw_ a tige:, have a 
an asphalt square which are tooth opera~10n while a zoo 

th I d
. f keeper explamed exactly what 

about endangered species also 
feature in the lessons she 
gives. This year a display will 
be shown during 
Conservation Week. 

e usua surroun !ngs or was happening. 
a leacher, Mrs Suzi Taylor The zoo school also caters 
has a zoo. for other groups of people 

As the education officer at who want information about 
Wellington Zoo she looks out the zoo, a function which is 
from the Archibald centre on being developed. Mrs Taylor 
to a shining pond with ducks would like to see the 
slowly swimming around. programme made available to 
Flax bushes and trees sway in as diverse a group a5 possible. 

Last year the zoo held a 
holiday programme in 
January which involved "art 
and the zoo". It is hoped to 
repeat it this summer, as part 
or Wellington's Summer City 
Festival. the Wellington wind and from Conservation and talks 

up on the hill come the calls of 
many birds and animals. 

"I can't think of any job I 
would rather be doing at the 
present time," she said. 

Mrs Taylor was transferred 
from Wellington South 
Intermediate to the zoo at the 
beginning of 1982. She was 
supposed to be there for one 
year, but this has become two. 

Her role as education 
officer involves giving a lesson 
to each class of students who 
book into the centre. These 
range from pre-school 
children to polytechnic 
students. Sometimes there are 
as many as 500 stud,ents 
through in a day she said. Last 
year, 13,400 students used the 
centre in this way, so as an 
educational facility it is well 
used. 

Th·e lesson Mrs Taylor 
prepares is suitable to the dass 
level and school programme 
of each class. Work sheets are 
provided for follow-up 
lessons. The children then 
explore the zoo with their 
parents and teachers. 

Mrs Taylor said she was 
concerned that with the more 
high rise and urbanised we 
get, the less contact children 
wi ll get with animals. The zoo 
gives them this contact. The 
children do not think of it as 
school because it is so exciting 
and different for them, she 
said . 

Actually seeing the animals 
is very important. "It doesn't 
matter how well you can 
describe an animal, or how 
often you see it on television, 
you can never get the shape 
and size in relation to yourself 
in perspective." . 

Footpath damage 
By John Harris . . . . 

architects lor lootpalh repair 
The Wellington Cily have been "very unsatisfact

Council is concerned al lhe ory". 
damage to Taranaki Street The p~oject had been 
foothpaths caused by the 1:xe1~pted lrom th~ usual bon? 
W Ir tin Hi h School !or ~ootpath repatr because 1t 

e mg > g. 1s I manced by the Govern-
developmenl proJect. ment, he said. 

Street works engineer Peter Sunken tarseal patches on 
Sumby estimated that 85 upper Taranaki Street are also 
percent of the damage ha~ concerning the council. 
been caused by construction Mr Sumby said the council 
work on either the High is currently negotiating with 
School or Polytechnic sites. the Wellington Gas Company 

He said negotiations with about repairs to that section 
the High School project or the 5treet. 
cccccccccccccccccccccccccc 

·V.L.HAY 
(NEWTOWN) LTD 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW AD.DRESS 

100 Riddif ord St 

STOCKISTS OF ALL MAKES OF: 

* Rings * WatchP.!1 

* Wedding rings * Gifts of all kinds 

* Diamond rings * Jewellery 

Sometimes the children get 
to see something really ~ * Qualified personnel -~vailable at 
unusua.l. Last year a group of .Ycccccccccccccccccccccccccc.x 



Maori martial Institute 
warns Wellington 

High student arts 
By Connie Ehau-Riddell 

The Chinese martial arts 
but with a Maori 

flav<>ur. 
Started in Wellington by 

John Tahuparae in 1977, the 
Maori martial arts 
intermingles the age-old arts 
of the Chinese with the 
traditions and beliefs of the 
Maori. 

Because most of the 
members are Maori and 
Polynesian, the arts are taugnt 
in a Maori way. They are 
taught such things as haka 
(posture dances), action 

songs, oratory skills and 
various other aspects of Maon 
culture. 

The aim of the programmes 
is to encourage young Maori 
to take more of an interest in 
their culture and heritage a5 
well as encourage physical and 
mental well-being. 

The members, both male 
and female of all ages, ar~ 
encouraged to play sport as 
much as possible to keep 
themselves fit. 

Training sessions held at the 
Wellington YMCA begin not 
with the normal calisthenics, 
but with a good game of 
basketball, a sport which puts 
to use all the parts of the 
body, and is followed by 
vigorous physical training and 
exercise. 

The grading system of the 
Maori martial arts, as with the 

traditional Chinese arts goes 
from the white belt to the 
black belt. 

However, it is hoped that 
this system can be changed to 
fit in with the Maori 
philosophy that everything 
stems from the darkness, 
which would mean the 
grading would be from black 
to white belts. 

The young Maori who 
participate in these martial 
arts gain a self assurance 
(sometimes misread as 
arrogance), and a pride in 
what they are and who they 
are. 

The programme, although 
open to everyone, is not 
widely publicised. Those 
interested in joining should 
contact: 
Phillip or John Marshall, 
720-588 (bus.) 

By Linda Donaldson 
Newtown, Te Aro and 

Mt Victoria residents 
should demand to see a list 
of participating shops 
before buying shopping goes to ·U.~. 
discount cards, Consumers' By Rachel Ward 
Institute says. W 11• 8 . h Sch 1 . e mgton 1g oo The warmng comes after . 
cards promoted by the pupil Lance Janes has been 
Duncan Buchanan Group of awarded an American Field 
New Zealand Ltd went door- Scholarship. 
to-door in the Wellington The 12-month scholarship, 
region. aims to give young New 
Duncan Cards offer users Zealanders the chance to see 
discounts, priorities and and fit in with a different 
special rates at 250 places, culture. 
from restaurants to garages. The trip will cost Lance 

The institute went to 55 almost $6,000. 
places on the list and -found This covers - travel, 
none handled the card. Some accommodation, school and 
had been contacted but did medical fees, and a personal 
not take up the offer. allowance. 

When .the - institute About 90 other New Lance Janes 

Renovation Centre closes 
contacted a director of Zealanders will be going to 
Duncan Cards, he said the list America this year, and 
was only a preliminary one. another 54 will go to other 

The school has donated 
some money towards Lal).ce's 
trip. 

The Aro Valley 
Renovation Advice Centre 
has temporarily closed its 
doors. ' 

It was opened in October 
1979 to aid the comprehensive 
urban renewal programme in 
the Aro Valley, run by the 
Wellington City Council in 
conjunction with the Housing 

. Corporation. 
Parts of the Valley were 

zoned as a "Neighbourhood 
Improvement Area". This 
meant many houses requiring 
renovations, qualified for free 
architectural advice from the 
renovation advice office, and 
low interest loans through the 
Housing Corporation. 

During the three years the 
NIA scheme was operating, 7(l 

• 

houses in the area benefited 
from loans and advice. 

A total of $1.2 million was 
used for renovations in the 
valley through the NIA 
project. A further $1 million is 
proposed for the area. 

This part of the NIA 
scheme has now officially 
finished, and the deadline for 
loan applications closed in 
February of this year. As a 
result the renovation centre 
has followed suit and closed. 

This will not be permanent 
though, as plans are underway 
at present to make Holloway 
Road a NIA, according to the 
City Planner. 

Meanwhile, until the centre 
re-opens, anyone requiring 
advice about housing 

renovations can 
Ber ham pore 
Advice Centre, 
246. 

contact the 
Renovation 

phon,e 896-

The director, Mr parts of the world. 
Buchanan, has now notified Each pupil is put through 
his salespeople that they must an extensive selection process 
stop selling Duncan cards which begins at school, and 
until the final guide is ready to culminates at a national level. 
show customers. Lance leaves for the United 

h I k d 
States on July 25, and will stay Sc o o w or ay with one family for the whole 

By Gary Henson 
Need your garden shed 

cleaned? Kids looked after 
for the day? Windows 
washed? Reports typed? 

Wellington High School 
students, with almost every 
skill available, are looking for 
jobs for their Work Day on 
July 20. _ 

Work Day organiser Lance 
Janes said th~ students hope 
to raise $10,000. 

The proceeds will go to an 

adventure playground/pursuit 
court planned for the site 
presently occupied by the old 
main block. 

The pursuit court will 
include an abseiling tower and 
cargo scrambling nets . 

Orgahisers hope to have th_e 
facilities available for wider 
community use after school 
hours . 

Any offers of jobs, big or 
small, can be made to the 
school office, phone 858-911. 

year. 
He's looking forward to 

speaking to Americans about 
New Zealand. 

"I really love New Zealand. 
I'in very proud of it." 

Lance has done public 
speaking before and is putting 
together an informative 
resource folder on important 
and · interesting features of 
New Zealand. · J 

Like our 63 million sheep. 
The school, "especially the 

students, are really getting 
behind me," says Lance. 

In America he will be in the 
12th grade. 

A sports enthusiast, Lance 
is keen to play American 
football. He is captain of his 
schooI:s 1st XI soccer team, 
plays cricket and keeps fit by 
running. he has been involved 
in activities for the National 
Youth Council, and last year 
he w.as chairman of his 
school's council. 

When he returns to New 
Zealand he wants to get into a 
"people related field". 

He is interested in the Hotel 
Management course at the 
Central Institute of 
Technology, Heretaunga, for 
1985. 

And what will he miss most 
about New Zealand? 

"My mum." 

© 
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ADVICE 
OFFICE 
OPENS 

By Janie~ Hogg 

Dust off your hammers, 
search out your screwdriv
ers - the Berhampore 
Renovation Advice Office 
is now open for business. 

Councillor Denis Foot, 
chairman of the housing 
committee, opened the office 
at a function on June 23. 

Displays and demonstra
tions of renovation materials 
were featured at an open day 
held at the Adelaide Road 
ofice on June 25. 

Inquiries for assistance have 
been flooding in already 
according to the City Planner 
Mr Ken Clarke. Twenty home 
improvement loans have been 
approved so far. 

The renovation advice 
office serves the Berhampore 
Neighbourhood Improvement 
Area which includes more 

than 200 houses. 
Bordered by Adelaide Road 

on one side, the area includes 
Britomart, Morton, 
Emerson, Stanley, Jeypore, 
Burwah, Chilka, Akatea, 
Duppa and Royal Streets. 

The scheme, a joint effort 
by the council and the housing 
corporation, offers more than 
just renovation advice. 

Home improvement loans 
and first home finance are 
offered at interest rates 
ranging from three to ten 
percent, depending on 
income. Street planting is 
planned for Royal Street and 
a mural is proposed for 
Britomart Street. 

The Berhampore scheme is 
the firth or its kind in 
Wellington. Improvement 
schemes are intended to 
upgrade run down areas. 

NEWSHOPAT 

MUSEUM READY 
By Ian Stuart 

A shop will ope~ for the 
first time at the National 
Museum in July. 

The shop is being built at 
the west end of the museum's 
main foyer and will sell high 
standard reproductions, 
books and souvenirs. 

It has been designed by 
John Bowes and Gary 
Couchman . 

The secretary of the 
museum's board of trustees, 
Mr Rudy Doornbos, said the 
construction of the shop is 
complete and work is now 

being done on the interior. 
Architect John Bowes said 

the job was quite small but 
very demanding. Some 
structural alterations were 
made to provide the space as 
well as ,:;.tre;1gthening parts of 
the buildings . 

Mr Doornbos said the shop 
will employ a manager and 
possibly one trainee. 

"But we may have to build 
it up slowly due to the lack of 
finance. Casuals may have to 
be employed during · peak 
periods till we get the 
finance,'' he said. 

BORED? 
don't be 

CROSSWAYS 
(MOUNT 

VICTORIA) 
Care and Craft (for the 
elderly and stroke victims) -
Monday mornings. 
To)· Library - Tuesday 
mornings. 
Mt Victoria Labour Party -
Monday, July 4. Seminars on 
Sundays. 
Communit)· Cafe - open 
Friday nights from 5.30pm. 
South Pacific Entertainers -
Tuesday nights 5.15 -
7. l 5pm. 

NEWTOWN 
HEAL TH CENTRE 

(Hanson Street) 

Sewing Group - Tuesday 
mornings. 
Maori Language Classes -
Tuesday and Friday 
mornings. 
Jazzercise Classes - Fridays. 
Yoga Classes - Monday and 
Wednesday nights. 
Pacifica Playgroup -
Wednesday and Friday 
afternoons 
Mothers Support Group -
Monday mornings. 

NEWTOWN 
COMMUNITY 

CENTRE 
Punch and Judy Musical -
Thursday June 30 at 9.30am 
and 11.00am and Sunday 
July 3 at 2.00pm for the 
Senior Citizens. 
Community Cafe - opening 
from Friday July I . The cafe 
will be open on Fridays from 
5.30pm to 9.00pm, all funds 
to the Newtown Community 
CenJre. 
Orchestral Evening - the 
25-piece Orphans Orchestra, 
light music, on July 12 at 
8.00pm, nominal charge. 
Opera Guild Organisation -
a night of small operas, 
Friday July 29 and Saturday 
June 30 at 8.00pm, nominal 
charge. 

~ 'l ...., 
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Members of the Women's Gallery Collective outside the gallery. 

GALLERY 
UNDER 
THREAT 

By Jenni Austin 

The Women's Gallery in 
upper Willis St is in danger 
of closing unless long-term 
funding can be found. 

"We might have to close as 
a gallery, but we will maintain 
the building as a place for 
women's groups," gallery co
ordinator, Ms Shirley 
Cameron, said. 

reasons." 
An exhibitor does not have 

to pny l'or gallery space, but 
does have to pay for any 
advertising and first night 
costs. The gallery and the 
artist share freight costs. 

the funds to employ someone 
l'or about three years, so they 
can build something up. 
WJ1c11 I started in December 
there was 110 programme for 
I 983," she said. Being 
employed for 011ly one year 
has placed limitations on any 
long term plans she would like 
to make. 

The gallery opened in 
Wellington in late 1979, in a 

------------ building near the Public l'F=====================;t If h th· f Library. In 1981 the building 
you ave some mg o d r h d h II 

interest to the community was emo !s e , so t e ga _ery 

"The gallery can lose 
money on l'reight costs alone, 
which is why I try to use 
mainly Wellington artists," 
Ms Cameron said. Overheads 
on the building are covered by 
rentals from parts or the 
buildings, and by sales and 
tlonations. 

"You need to know you 
have the time to do it. II' I 
knew my job would be for 
longer, I would have planned 
some or next year's 
programme already." FRANK .. 0 1FL Y·Nr\J. 

M·P for ISLAND B"AY 

A Y AILABLE TO HELP WITH YOUR PROBLEMS 

PHONE: OFFICE: 749-199 

HOME: 720-344 

Phone 850-559 x 718. mov~d. to its present premises 
m W1lhs St. 

Campaign 
curbs 
disease 

By Shaun Plunket 

Local schools report a 
good response to 'the Uis
trict Health Office's rubella 
vaccination campaign. 

The principal . of South. 
Wellington Intermediate, Mr 
B. Swarbuck said response 
from· parents was good, "We 
also had the school nurse talk 
to the girls about rubella and 
we expect a near IOOOJo 
response." 

Both St Annes and Mount 
Cook Schools said they had 
received very good response 
from parents. 

Rubella or German measles 
is a mild disease of the young. 
If a pregnant woman has the 
disease for the first time she 
may pass it on to her unborn 
child. This can result in 
damage to the baby including 
deafness, brain damage and 
eye and heart defects. 

To prevent such tragedies 
the Distrct Health Office 
wishes to immunise 11-year
old girls against the disease. 

Local schools have sent out 
forms for the parents' 
consent. 

"The new building is a nicer 
place for women to meet, and 
has more potential as a 
women's · building," Ms 
Cameron said. There is space 
in the new building for small 
groups to meet. There are life 
drawing classes and poetry 
groups, as well a, office space 
ror New Mothers Support 
Groups. 

However, space is more 
limited in the gallery. 
Performance arts - dance, 
films - which had been a 
feature in the old building, are 
now only possible on a smaller 
scale. 

The aim of the gallery is to 
promote and support women 
artists, and was set up with the 
intention to give women 
public space for art exhibi
tions. 

"We have a lot of theme 
exhibitions. The gallery has 
been used by some women 
who are already established 
elswhere, but want to try 
something different," Ms 
Camerofi said. 

Costs are kept deliberately 
low to enable women to 
exhibit work they might not 
be able to show elsewhere. 
"There are other commercial 
galleries which are run by 
women who are supportive (of 
women's art) but the costs are 
too expensive," Ms Cameron 
said. 

"The need for this sort of 
gallery will increase in the 
future because of economic 

The gallery is not a 
commercial venture, but a 
public gallery. Ms Cameron, 
the gallery's only fulltime paid 
worker, is paid by the Labour 
Department employment 
programme. 

Because the criteria for 
community groups using the 
work ·'programmes have 
changed, the Women's 
Gallery may not be able to 
have any more workers paid 
from this source. 

Without a full time worker, 
it would be very difficult to 
co-ordinate the gallery and 
keep the continuity, Ms · 
Cameron said. ' 

, "The gallery really needs 

At the moment the gallery is 
getting .t;upport from local 
peop)e to back up any 
application for long-term 
funding. 

"We are still trying to get 
assurances, and letters of 
support, before we apply for 
any funding. We have a 
volunteer worker, who has 
almost a l'ulltime job trying to · 
sort out the funding," Ms 
Cameron said. 

The gallery's current 
exhibition is "PhotographiG 
Images of Women" and 
features the work of local 
women photographers. This 
exhibition runs until 13 
August. 

~~~ 
11! ~---:··. ,_,t, V Old 1 -~- •• . . our 
)J) 'ria~iL.(·,\ Photographs 

~ Copied While 
;;.~ · You Wait!· 

Your cherished original never 
leaves your sight or our hands, 
you can watch - then order as 
many enlargements, in Sepia or 
black and white from the quali
ty negative we produce. 
Colour takes a little longer. 

Stop by with your favourite old photo. We can 
have them back in your hands in minutes. 

-Rainbow Photography 
(Next to Orslnls) 

203 Cuba Street Wellington 

'~ B4M78 
'~~ aw ~~I 
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• • • MUSEUM 
WON'TBUY 

By Ian Stuart 

The National Museum 
will not _s:onsider buying the 
preserved head of a Maori 
Chief, which goes on sale at 
Sothebys next month. 

The Maori Trustee, Kara 
Puketapu, wants the head, 
that of a Ngati Porou chief, 
returned to New Zealand. He 
has asked the High 
Commissioner in London, Mr 
William Young, to intervene 
in its sale. 

Mr Robin Watt, an ethno
logist with the National 
Museum, said; "We do not 
buy or trade in any way in 
human remains.'.' 

So the museum will not 
attempt to buy the head, he 
said . 

The museum already has 
several heads in its collection, 
but they are not on public 
display "out of deference to 
the Maori people," Mr Watt 
said. 

fide research, but special 
permission must be· given by 
the museum authorities. 

The museum acquired the 
heads sometime in the past. 
Mr Watt was unsure when 
they used to display them but 
there has been a change in 
their policy since then. 

He said that their prese.nt 
policy was the same as other 
museums in New Zealand that 
possess such things as 
shrunken heads . 

Teariki Mei, tutor in Maori 
Language at the Wellington 
Polytech, said "in a Maori 
context it fthe head] is the 
most sacred part of a person." 

He said chiefs were buried 
in unknown graves with only 
one or two men knowing 
where so their remains were 
not desecrated. 

lnverloc~y House , ·and its neighbour the Terrace Regency Hotel. lnveriochy was to be torn down as a 
carpark for the hotel - its future is still in doubt. 

The heads can be seen by 
people who wish to do bona-

To display a Rangitira in 
such a way was ·'belittling the 
person and where he came 
from." 

Inverlochy .. ·.· , · still . ,awaiting 
tt!J.!!Sf orination .to g·allery 

Inverlochy House, centre 
of a stQrm of controversy 
three . years ago, today 
stands empty and unused. 

People invoivt::d in 
developing the house as an art 
gallery are confident however 
that it will be in use soon, 
although others are not so 
sure. . 

Apparently doomed · to 
demolition, the house got a 
last minute reprieve in 
November 1980 when, owners 
Williams Development 
Holdings Ltd announced that 
it would be given to the city 
for use as an art gallery. 

The , lnverlochy House 
Trust was set up to take 
ownership of the house. 
Trustees are the Mayor of 
Wellington, the president of 
the Academy of Fine Arts, 
Dean Th.omas of the Anglican 
Church, a representative of 
the tlien CBA bank, and Mr 
Arthur Williams. 

Nearly three years later, 
lnverlochy .is still owned· by 
the ··"WHliams group, now 

. known as Carrian-Williams 
Holdings, and no definite date 
has been set for the trust to 
take possession. 

The house is occupied by a 
resident caretaker, but little or 
no maintenance appears to_ 
have been undertaken. 

This slow · progress has 
typified the recent history of 
Inverlochy. 

By December 1981 the trust 
had only met once. At that 
time Sir Michael Fowler was 
quoted in the Evening Post as 
saying that details would be 
finalised by January 1982. 

In August ~ 1982 there had 

still been no action. Carrian 
Williams were reported as 
saying that they intended to 
hand the house to the trust 
"late next month". 

And today? Still owned by 
the company. 

Angela Sears, a former 
member of the· Civic Trust 
and a tutor at Wellington 
Polytechnic,. feels that there 
are some important questions 
tfiat need answering. 

Why, she asks, has it taken 
so long to organise the change 
in ownership. Why has the 
house been allowed to fall into 
such disrepair, and who will 
pay for doing it up? 

"When the proposal was 
first started, · Renouf and 
Williams made a lot of the 
fact that the house was in a 
state .of gross disrepair. Three 
years further on, no 
maintenance has beeQ done at 
all." 

''There was tremendous 
hostility to the original 
proposal - the company 
shouldn't still own the 
house." 

Mr Arthur Williams of 
Carrian Williams Holdings 
admits his company still owns 
the house, but says it has 
taken so long to organise 
simply because all the trustees 
have to have their say. 
"Proposals get circulated 
amongst them, then back to 
the lawyers." 

The trustees have so far met 
three times, and he expects the 
matter to be resolved "in the 
next few weeks.'' 

In the meantime, he says, 
the house is being "kept at the 
usual standard" with a couple 

Shape up at

Rickards Gyna 
277 CUBA SL wa.lNGTON 

.Pnone 846-493 

1 y ear $160 - 6 months $110 - 3 months $SC 

lnclud"e!s Sauna 

of people living there to look 
after it. · 

Sir Michael Fowler, also on 
the trust, says that as far as he 
is concerned, the documenta
tion was finalised some time 
ago. 

He describes the work of 
the trust as a long, 
complicated business, but 
stresses that there has been 
"no disagreement at all as far 
as principle or intent is 
concerned." 

"There are three parties 
involved here - there is the 
Williams group, who a~e 
deeding the property to the 
trust, who in turn will lease 
the property fo the Academy 
of Fine Arts. Each group has 
to have legal representation 
and make submissions on 
insurance · and maintenance 
etc.," he says. 

While the trust will not have 
any income of its own, Sir 
Michael does not anticipate 
any problem financing the 
venture. 

'!It is such a worthwhile 
building, to be used for such a 
worthwhile purpose, no doubt 
we can seek support from like 
minded groups to get this 
thing on to a decent footing.'' 

He expects it to be in 
operation later this year. 

The story of Inverlochy 
began in 1878 when the house 
was built by Thomas Kennedy 
MacDonald, a Wellington 
City Councillor and Member 
of Parliament. 

The property, spanning a 
full city block, was auctiQned 
in 1893. It was described as 
"having . 14 rooms, two 
bathrooms, every modern 
convenience, water laid on, 
two conservatories, a vinery, a 
fernery, a fowl hou_se, a 
summer house, washhouse 
and offices, a stable with two 
stalls and loose box, being in a 
salubrious and fashionable 
location and an unrivalled 
family residence.'' 

Early this century the house 
was subdivided into flats, and 
by 1980 there were IO flats in 
the building. 

In October 1979 Mr Frank 
Renouf, a prominant &..-----------~-~~~-~~----- Wellington businessman, 
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purchased the house, and The new proposal involved Davies (FoL Executive 
ajmost immediately began a much larger site member), Michael Smith 
negotiations to sell it to incorporating three more (Director Inner City 
Williams as a site for a large properties. Debate centred on Ministry), and Luit Bieringa 
hotel development. whether the scheme was for a (Director of the National Art 

Local residents, front site or a rear site. Galery) - was set up to try 
spearheaded by Inverlochy If it was a front site it would and ·raise the money to 
tenants, launched a campaign comply with the zone require- purchase the house from 
to save the house. ments for predominant use. If Renouf. 

The area was zoned for it was a rear site it became a The trust was unable to 
high-rise developments, but much more complex question. raise the money for the 
Williams had to seek City pfanner Ken Clarke purchase, and in May 1980, 
dispensation from · the said that it was a front site, in Williams announced their 
Wellington City Council over which case ir did not require intent to take up their option 
height and car parking council approval to continue. to purchase. 
requirements. At a council meeting in Almost immediately, 

At a council hearings . April 1980 Cr_ Frank O'F1ynn however, reports began 
committee meeting in and several others sought to circulating that an alternative 
February 1980, tihis delay a decision on this to give · plan was being investigated by 
dispensation was sought. Also objectors a chance to have a the company, and that the 
on hand were the representa- say. However, this motion building would not need to be 
tives of 76 objectors, with a was lost on the mayor's demolished. 
petition signed by 2700 people casting vote. It seemed that These reports were 
opposing the project. Irwerlochy was to go. confirmed in November 1980 

The objectors claimed that Inverlochy residents and when the company said it 
the · proposed hotel would neighbours were not sitting would give the house to the 
destroy a peaceful inner city idly by. They employed a city for an art gallery. 
residential area. lawyer to look for loopholes, The past three years 

This view was given some announced they would ignore represent but a small part of 
support by the 'council's their eviction notices, and held Inverlochy's 105-year history. 
planning report, which said garden parties and fairs to However, if the house does 
"the site lies amid trees at the raise money. not receive some attention 
end of Inverlochy Place in an An Inverlochy Preservation soon, it may be that its story 
area which is quite striking by _trust - including Sonja may be coming to a close. 
its quietness, although lying ic cccccccc ccc cccccccccccccccn 
close to busy Willis Street. It is 
an area attractive to those 
seeking to . live an inner-city 

life and the number of 
objections apparently being 
prepared provide evidence of 
a community feeling within 
the neighbourhood." 

The report ·went on to say 
that despite the area being . 
zoned high rise, "it could be 
that this small enclave of 
properties in Inverlochy Place 
has been overlooked in the 
zoning process." 

After a marathon meeting, 
the committee accepted the 
motel proposal by four to 
two. In a surprise move, 
however, the full council 
turned down the plan despite 
the committee recommenda
tion. 

Following this decision, 
Williams made a new proposal 

. which, while complying with 
the reviewed district scheme, 
led to a fierce debate over its 
compliance with the operative 
district scheme. 

SHEILA'S
BOOKSHOP 

Books Cards Magazines 

Otocolates Cigarettes 

Shoe Repair 

Games Stamps 

Sweets' 

ALL THIS AT 255 CUBA STREET 


